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INTRODUCTION
If you are going to share your faith in Jesus Christ with your non-Christian friends, you absolutely have to know what the real Gospel.

The Gospel is about “…the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” Mark 1: 1
The Gospel or Good News is that God has provided salvation to all human beings through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The Gospel is the only means by which we can come to faith in Jesus Christ.

· The Bible

· Baptism

· Lord’s Supper
Romans 1: 16  “I’m not ashamed of the Good News. It is God’s power to save everyone who believes [it]…”
If you do not understand WHAT the Gospel or Good News of Jesus Christ is, then you are equipped to share your faith.


Let’s change that today!

TODAY’S TEACHING

Point #1 – You cannot convert somebody from being a non-Christian to a Christian; only the Holy Spirit can do this!
“No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.”  1 Corinthians 12: 3
Your role is simply to share your faith using the words of the Gospel – no more and no less.

“Clearly, Christ’s love guides us.” 2 Corinthians 5: 14
Point #2 – A person has to understand the devastating consequences of sin before he or she can understand and believe the Gospel.

“There is no difference between people.  Because all people have sinned,

they have fallen short of God’s glory.”  Romans 3: 22-23
· If “all people have sinned,” that includes you!
· Don’t worry about being a hypocrite.

The ultimate consequence of sin is separation from God …

· Imagine how that statement would affect you if you did not know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?

Point #3 – When a person understands sin – either by personal conviction that he or she has done something wrong in God’s eyes or understands that he or she is separated from God, share the Gospel!

“Everyone who believes has God’s approval through faith in Jesus Christ …They receive God’s approval freely by an act of his kindness through the price Christ Jesus paid to set us free from sin… This shows that he is a God of justice, a God who approves of people who believe in Jesus.”  Romans 3: 22, 24, 26
“The reward for sin is death, but the gift that God freely gives is everlasting life found in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 6: 23

“God is faithful and reliable. If we confess our sins, he forgives them and cleanses us from everything we’ve done wrong.”  1 John 1: 9

“God loved the world this way: He gave his only Son so that everyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life. God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but to save the world.”  John 3: 16-17

Point #4 – Saving faith is simply recognizing that you are sinner and trusting in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness of your sins!

“What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and that faith was regarded by God to be his approval of Abraham.”  When people work, their 
pay is not regarded as a gift but something they have earned.  However, when people don’t work but believe God, the one who approves ungodly people, their faith is regarded as God’s approval.”  Romans 4: 3-5

Point #5 – Faith in Jesus Christ is the only way a person goes to Heaven.

“Jesus answered him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one goes to the Father except through me.”  John 14: 6

“No one else can save us.  Indeed, we can be saved only by the

power of the one named Jesus and not by any other person.”  Acts 4: 12
Point #6 – The Law in the Bible is every time God tells us to do something (or not do it) and tells us what the punishment for sin is.  The Gospel is what God does for us through Jesus Christ!

SUMMARY
· By the Law, the Holy Spirit causes a person to realize that he or she is separated from God by sin.

· By the Gospel, the Holy Spirit brings people to Jesus Christ and creates faith in their hearts.

· God forgives a person of their sins through faith in Jesus Christ alone.

· By simply recognizing that we are a sinner every day of our lives and by believing in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness of our sins, we know for certain that we are forgiven by God and will go to Heaven one day!
The Bible translation used in this message is GOD'S WORD®, copyright 1995 by God's Word to the Nations. 
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