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INTRODUCTION

First two sermons:

1. The Real Gospel

a. What it is not … 

b. What it really is …

2. New Methods for a Timeless Message 
a. Twitter:

i. Epiphany Tweets is posting Monday through Friday

ii. Tweets posted since last Sunday have been 5 devotionals, 1 sermon application, and 2 announcements
iii. Have 10 followers; let’s make it a 100 by year’s end!
b. Facebook:

i. New activity among our members

ii. Use it for evangelism!

iii. Epiphany should have a page by the end of next month; will keep you updated.

c. Podcast:

i. Next podcast will be recorded on October 6th and posted on the 7th
ii. Deciding on a topic; send yours to info@epiphanychandler.org.

iii. Good feedback for our inaugural episode!

3. Today, being relevant (using technology) but never forgetting that our primary task is to be RELATIONAL according to Jesus in John 4: 1-26.  
After all, isn’t that what social networking is all about!

MAIN POINTS

1. Recognize that your next new friend is sitting right next to you.

· 7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 
· Take the initiative rather than wait for it to come to you …

· Jesus did!

· And that point can apply to a telephone call or an in person contact as well as to FB, Twitter or E-mail.

2. Be the best listener your friend has ever had:
· We tend to not really listen to the person talking, but rather – how we will respond to it instead > That’s called talking before thinking!
· 9The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 

10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 

11"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?" 

13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 

15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water."

· Really listening takes patience and self-control; but it not only develops our character with two great attributes; it is the number factor in developing a lasting friendship!
3. Don’t be judgmental; and even more so, with a non-Christian.

· Withholding judgment is not condoning or accepting behavior that you consider to be morally wrong.

· Rather, it is to allow another adult the respect to make his or her own choices with her life.

· Your goal is to share Christ; and that can still be done!

· Look how Jesus does it: 
16He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back." 

 17"I have no husband," she replied. 

   Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 18The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true." 

· Notice what Jesus did: He simply restated or reflected the facts back to her.

4. Listen for the “turning point” in the conversation; that is, when the person expresses a willingness or a desire to find a better way to live:

 19"Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem."

5. Then share the Gospel in a caring way:

21Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 

 25The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." 

 26Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."

6. You may never know the outcome, but the key is to end on a positive note!

· Remember, your role is to proclaim the Gospel, not argue it!

· It’s good news about a friendship or faith in God.

· And even though the methods of sharing the Gospel may change, the message remains the same and it works!

· And here was the result of Jesus being relevant, but relational:

39Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41And because of his words many more became believers. 

 42They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world."

CONCLUSION

If were to summarize this series in three, simple sentences, it would be this:

a. Know the real Gospel > Christianity begins after CUISD school break on Sunday, October 18 at 9:30 a.m. in the choir room.

b. Go where non-Christians > Your’s are probably on Facebook, maybe twitter and nearly all have email addresses and phone numbers!

c. Be a friend first and share the Gospel after that!

It’s what Jesus did and it still works today!
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