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I BELIVE: “In God the Father almighty”
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Apostles’ Creed

· A creed is a statement of what we believe, teach and preach.

· It is part of three universal creeds: the other two being the Nicene Creed and the Athanasian Creed.

· Universal means that they are accepted by the protestant churches, the Eastern Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church.

· Text of the Apostle’s Creed as we now have it dates back to the 8th century.

· It is a revision of the Old Roman Creed, which dates back to the 3rd Century.

· Before the Old Roman Creed were various creedal formations that mirror verse in the New Testament.

· A myth developed that it was written by the apostles themselves; however, it recites the teaching of the apostles’ in every phrase.

· We use the creed at Baptism, funerals and on non-communion Sundays.

· It divided into three articles: one about the Father, one about the Son and one about the Holy Spirit.

Today, we look at the First Article…

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth.
So what we mean when we say I believe?
· I trust God and His promises

· I accept as true when He teaches in the Bible.

· Psalm 31: 14: “I trust you, LORD, and I claim you as my God.”

Why do we say, “I believe” not “we believe?”

· Everyone must believe for him/herself; you can’t be saved by another person’s faith or a church’s statement of faith.

· Habakkuk 2: 4 “…the righteous shall live by his faith.”
From the Bible, we learn these facts about God.  He is:

· A spirit, which is a personal being without a body

· Eternal, without beginning or end

· Unchangeable

· All-powerful (a.k.a. almighty)

· All-knowing

· Present everywhere

· Holy – sinless and hating sin

· Fair and impartial

· Keeps His promises

· Kind

· Merciful, meaning He has pity for us as sinners

· Shows undeserved kindness and forgiveness

· Love
 

He is called Father in the Bible because:
· He is the Father of Jesus Christ

· He is my Father through faith in Jesus Christ
· Galatians 3: 26:  “All of you are God's children because of your faith in Christ Jesus.”
· He is also, thirdly our Father because He created Adam and Eve.

So, we (I) believe in God the Father, almighty … that is, the God of the Bible, the one who is our Father, and the one who is all-powerful … Maker of heaven and earth.
To the First person of the Trinity created us.

The Second Person of the Trinity Jesus Christ redeemed us.

And the Third Person of the Trinity saves us and by applying the blessings of Jesus Christ’s perfect life, death and resurrection to our lives, makes us acceptable to God.

So what does it mean that we “(I) believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.”?

· By His Word alone – because His is all powerful – He created all things, out of nothing, in six 24-hour days.

· Genesis 1: 1 to 2: 4 and Exodus 20: 8-11: “8Remember that the Sabbath Day belongs to me. 9You have six days when you can do your work, 10but the seventh day of each week belongs to me, your God. No one is to work on that day--not you, your children, your slaves, your animals, or the foreigners who live in your towns. 11In six days I made the sky, the earth, the oceans, and everything in them, but on the seventh day I rested. That's why I made the Sabbath a special day that belongs to me.”
· That means:

1. The means everything that is in the universe, including human beings.

2. That means the angels

3. That means he still takes care of us and all living things.

4. Psalm 145: 15-16: “15Everyone depends on you, and when the time is right, you provide them with food. 16By your own hand you satisfy the desires of all who live.”

That’s what we or I mean when we profess our faith using the words of the First Article of the Apostle’s Creed.

Final Question:  How do we reconcile a loving God, who is all-powerful and able to do all things, with a world in which there is evil; especially, where people are starving?

· Because of sin > Romans 5: 12: “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.” and Psalm 51: 5: “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”
· God never promised us a life free from pain and suffering during our lives on earth > He promised peace with Him through Jesus Christ’s life, death and resurrection > which, from the perspective of eternity, is worth far more!
Next week, we will look at the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed …
PAGE  
1

