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BEING CONTENT IN THE GREAT RECESSION
Contentment as an adjective:  “feeling or showing satisfaction with one's possessions, status, or situation.”  

Content as a verb:  “to LIMIT (oneself) in requirements, desires, or actions
Why Settle?

“9People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”  (1 Timothy 6: 9-10 NIV)
In a recession, are we really at risk of falling into temptation?

As we regain what we HAD our


sinful nature will WANT more.

And how far will you go from there?

Why “Settle”?

Because it leads to CONTENTMENT.
“He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”  (1 Timothy 3: 16)

“6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  (Ephesians 2: 6-10 NIV)
In the recession, you can practice being content.

Recognize what you do have?

· Faith

· Relationships

· Vocations

· Blessings

By the Holy Spirit’s help, LIMIT
your desires of what you don’t have.

Application
1. What are three ways that my faith makes a positive difference in my life?
2. What are three ways that my relationships make a positive difference in my life?
3. What are three ways that my vocations make a positive difference in my life?
4. What are thee blessings that God has given me in the last year?
5. Personally thank God for the 12 things that you DO have!
Some material in this outline is an adaptation of “On Contentment”, The Lutheran Witness, November 2009.
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“THE BACK ROW"


Current podcast: “Surviving Black Friday: How to Celebrate Christmas in the Great Recession”
Real Hope for Today's Lives!
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