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AFTERBURNER!

FIVE PURPOSES OF CHRISTMAS

Part 2 of 5: “An Innkeeper who Served ”

Pastor Mark Rossington

Introduction

· What is the difference between giving and helping?
Luke 2: 1-7

The Birth of Jesus

 1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register. 

 4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

· While we looked at the “Innkeeper who Served” in the Sanctuary message, we will look at what it means to serve as an individual Christian in today’s AFTERBURNER.

Applying Today’s Message:

The Way of Service:

John 6: 38

38For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me.
· Notice how Jesus didn’t say He wanted to do HIS will; but rather, “I want to do what my father wants me to do.”
Mark 10: 42-45

42Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
· How does Jesus define greatness in God’s eyes?
The Motivation for Service:

Re-read Mark 10: 42-45:  Notice how the motivation to serve comes from Christ’s service to us.  He does not tell us to serve so that He will serve us.  Rather, we are to serve because he served us first.  Christ always makes the first move.

John 13: 34

 34” [Jesus said] A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
1 John 4: 19
19We love because he first loved us.
Transformed in Christ:

· Service does not come naturally to sinful human beings (i.e. we are naturally self-centered).   In order for servants to be made, we must first be transformed (i.e. forgiven) by Christ.  We need to be in Christ before we can serve Christ.  Matthew 28: 18-20 says, “Baptize…and teach.”  Transformation always precedes formation.  Spiritual re-birth precedes maturity and acts of Christian service.

1 Corinthians 5: 15-16

15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

 16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.
· How does “being a new creation in Christ” cause you to see yourself and others in a new way?  Be as specific as possible.

Formed for Service:
· God formed each of us before we were born and endowed us with a specific gifts, talents and abilities in our genetic code.  At baptism, the Holy Spirit gives each of us spiritual gifts.

1 Peter 4: 10-11
10Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

· What is the highest and best use of our natural talents and spiritual gifts?
· What is the result of those God-pleasing efforts done in the service of Christ in the strength, talents and gifts that God supplies?
Matthew 5: 16
[Jesus said] 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
When we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy will be done…,” we mean, “May You name be honored and exalted among us and through us.”

Living Sacrifices:

Romans 12: 1-8

Living Sacrifices
 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

· Notice how this passage begins with “In view of God’s mercy.”  It’s not God’s justice, wrath, fear or guilt that motivates us to serve.  Rather, it is gratitude for what God has done for us through Jesus Christ.   That’s why we offer ourselves in service to others.
Credit: “For the Life of the World,” December 2009, Vol. 13, No. 9
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“THE BACK ROW"


New podcasts uploaded to our website every first and third Wednesday.
Real Hope for Today's Lives!
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