
HOLY THURSDAY 
April 1,2021, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Order of Worship 

* indicates congregation stands 

 

We welcome all people in the Name of Jesus Christ!   

John 3:16-17 
 

Prelude       

 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn Today Your Mercy Calls Us LSB 915 
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* Invocation 
 

 Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 All: Amen. 

 

* Responsive Psalm           Psalm 116:12 -19 NIV 

Leader: What shall I return to the Lord 

        All: for all his goodness to me? 

Leader: I will lift up the cup of salvation 

        All: and call on the name of the LORD, 

Leader: I will fulfill my vows to the Lord         

        All: in the presence of all his people.  

Leader: Precious in the sight of the LORD 

        All: is the death of his faithful servants. 

Leader: Truly I am your servant, Lord;         

        All: I serve you just as my mother did; 

                you have freed me from my chains. 

Leader: I will sacrifice a thank offering to you 

        All: and call on the name of the LORD. 

Leader: I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 

        All: in the presence of all his people, 

Leader: in the courts of the house of the LORD, 

         All: in your midst, Jerusalem. Praise the LORD! 

 

* Confession and Absolution  
 Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

 All: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
  

 Leader: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

 All: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 



will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

 Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 

for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become 

the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our  Lord Jesus Christ. 

 All: Amen. 
 

* Prayer of the Day 
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 
 

 Leader: Let us pray.  

 All: O Lord, You commanded us to keep the Sabbath holy and 

fulfilled these words by giving us Your own Son. Open our 

ears to hear His Word and prepare our hearts to receive 

Him who comes to us in this wondrous Sacrament, so that 

what we receive we may keep with faithful hearts, 

glorifying You above all and serving our neighbor in love; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 24:3-11NIV 

 

“The Lord’s Covenant with His People” 
 

 Leader: The Old Testament Reading is from the 24th chapter of  

   Exodus. 
 

When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s 

words and laws, they responded with one voice, “Everything 

the LORD has said we will do.” Moses then wrote down 

everything the LORD had said. 

He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the 

foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone 

pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. Then he sent 

young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and 

sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to 

the LORD. Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and 

the other half he splashed against the altar. Then he took the 

Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They 



responded, “We will do everything the LORD has said; we will 

obey.” 

Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and 

said, “This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made 

with you in accordance with all these words.” 

Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy 

elders of Israel went up and saw the God of Israel. Under his 

feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as 

bright blue as the sky. But God did not raise his hand against 

these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and 

drank. 
 

         Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

                 All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle                 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 NIV 
 

Participation in The Body and Blood of Christ 
 

       Leader: The Epistle is from the 10th Chapter of 1st Corinthians. 
 

Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a 

participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that 

we break a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is 

one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the 

one loaf. 
 

        Leader:     This is the Word of the Lord. 

              All:    Thanks be to God. 

 

Quartet Anthem        O God the Eternal Father 
Felix Mendelssohn 

 

O God th’Eternal Father, Who dwells amid the sky, 

In Jesus’ name we ask Thee to bless and sanctify, 

If we are pure before Thee, this bread and cup of wine, 

That we may all remember that offering divine, 

That we may all remember that offering divine. 
 

That sacred holy offering by man least understood, 

To have our sins forgiven, and take His flesh and blood; 

That we may ever witness the suffering of Thy Son, 

And always have His spirit, to make our hearts as one, 

And always have His spirit, to make our hearts as one. 



 

When Jesus, the Anointed descended from above, 

And gave Himself a ransom to win our souls with love, 

With no apparent beauty, that man should Him desire, 

He was the promised Savior, to purify with fire,  

He was the promised Savior, to purify with fire. 

 

* Holy Gospel Luke 22:14-23 NIV 
 

The Last Supper 
 

 Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 22nd Chapter. 
    All: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at 

the table. And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat 

this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it 

again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 

After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this 

and divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink again from 

the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it 

to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is 

poured out for you. But the hand of him who is going to betray 

me is with mine on the table. The Son of Man will go as it has 

been decreed. But woe to that man who betrays him!” They 

began to question among themselves which of them it might 

be who would do this. 
 

 Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

Hymn  Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed LSB 437 
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Sermon          The Last Supper: A Place of Forgiveness 

Luke 22:14-23 NIV  

Rev. Mark Rossington  
 

* Nicene Creed  

 All: I believe in one God, 

   the Father Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth 

    and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

  the only-begotten Son of God, 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

   God of God, Light of Light, 

        very God of very God, 

       begotten, not made, 

      being of one substance with the Father, 

  by whom all things were made; 

       who for us men and for our salvation  

                      came down from heaven 

   and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit  

   of the virgin Mary 

       and was made man; 

       and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

      He suffered and was buried. 



      And the third day He rose again  

            according to the Scriptures 

           and ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

  And He will come again with glory to judge  

        both the living and the dead,  

  whose kingdom will have no end. 
   

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the Lord and giver of life, 

       who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

      who with the Father and the Son together  

                      is worshiped and glorified, 

       who spoke by the prophets. 

   And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

       and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

       and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offerings will be received at the end of the service  

as you exit the Sanctuary. 
 

* Prayer of the Church              

 Leader: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we offer to You our 

common supplications for the well-being of Your Holy 

Church throughout the world and for this congregation 

gathered in Your name. Guide and govern Your Church by 

Your Holy Spirit that all who profess themselves Christians 

may be led into the way of truth and hold the truth in unity 

of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. 

As Your Son, our Lord Jesus, commanded us, enable us to 

love one another in sincerity and truth. 
 

Be merciful to all who are in authority over us. Supply them 

with Your blessing that they may be inclined to Your will 

and walk according to Your commandments. Preserve all 

who travel, satisfy the wants of Your creatures, and help 

those who call upon You in any need that they may have 

patience in the midst of suffering and, according to Your 

will, be released from their afflictions. 
 

 



  We praise You for the abundant mercy that You so richly 

have provided us, blessing us not only with daily bread for 

our bodies but also with heavenly food for our souls. Grant 

that Your living and powerful Word abide in our hearts. Let 

Your holy angels be with us that the evil foe may have no 

power over us. Deliver and preserve us in the saving faith, 

and grant Your blessing upon us all; through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
 

  * Lord's Prayer 
 

 All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses  

   as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil. 

   For thine is the kingdom  

   and the power and the glory  

   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

* Words of Institution 
 

  Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Holy Communion will be offered continuously. Please follow the direction of the 

usher and kindly practice social distancing when returning to your seat. 

 

Music during Distribution    Go to Dark Gethsemane LSB 436  
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Jesus, I Will Ponder Now LSB 440 
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* Post-Communion Blessing 
 

* Post-Communion Prayer  
 Leader: Let us pray 

 All: We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore you 

that of your mercy you would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

* Holy Gospel Matthew 26:30, 36-38 NIV 
  

Jesus makes His way to the garden, to betrayal, to suffering, and to death. 
  

       Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 26th Chapter. 
    All:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount 

of Olives. Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called 

Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over 

there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee 

along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 

Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to 

the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 
 

            Leader:    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

                    All:    Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

* Silent Prayer 

 
 



Worshippers are requested to please be seated in silence as we honor our 

Lord’s suffering the night before his crucifixion and wait to be ushered out by 

row so we may be practice social distancing. 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

 

 Pastor: Rev. Mark Rossington 

 Deacon: Bob Anderson 

 Organist: Dr. John Hwang 

 Choir Director: Ron Sautter 

 Audio Engineer: Aaron Bland  
  

Bible Readings are taken from the following translation of the Holy Bible, unless indicated otherwise:  New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New 

International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Creative Worship 

for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

April 2, 2021    Good Friday – 7 pm 
Our choir will join us to ponder the death of Jesus for our sins. The service ends with the 
Tenebrae; that is, as each of the seven statements of Christ from the cross are read, a candle is 
extinguished, and the Sanctuary becomes darker.  A dramatic reenactment of the closing of 
Christ’s tomb follows the seventh statement and the Lord’s Prayer is whispered. 
 

So that we may celebrate Easter together,  
there is no Saturday night worship service on April 3rd. 

 
April 4, 2021   Easter Sunday 

 
Outdoor Sunrise Service – 6 am 

Be one of the first ones to celebrate Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead in the courtyard!  
We’ll sing beloved Easter hymns with joy and be witnesses of our faith!  Please dress warmly as 
our desert mornings can sometimes be chilly. 
 

Festival Services – 8 am and 9:30 am 
Our liturgical Easter services feature your favorite Easter hymns and beautiful choral music. Come 
join us as we worship with gusto the risen Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Contemporary Celebration – 11 am 
We conclude our celebration of the resurrected Christ with our worship band leading us in 
contemporary Easter hymns and songs.   
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