FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Sat. May 1, 2021, 6:00 p.m. & Sun. May 2, 2021, 8:30 a.m.
Order of Worship
* indicates congregation stands
We welcome all people in the Name of Jesus Christ!
John 3:16-17

Prelude
Pastoral Greeting
Opening Hymn

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds LSB 465

© 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013127. Public domain

* Invocation
Leader:

All:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

* Opening Sentences
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

Psalm 34:8; 104:24, 31; 147:11

The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him,
in those who hope in His steadfast love.
Taste and see that the LORD is good!
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!
O LORD, how manifold are Your works!
In wisdom have You made them all.
May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
may the LORD rejoice in His works.

* Confession and Absolution
Leader:

All:

As penitent people, we ask God for His grace and mercy.
Humble yourselves then before God, confess your sins to
Him, and implore His forgiveness.
O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a repentant sinner,
confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
offended You. By nature I am a sinful creature. In thought,
word, and deed I have continually transgressed Your Law.
For this I justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment.
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Leader:
All:
Leader:

All:

For the sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a penitent and
contrite being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the
power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life
and bear fruit in keeping with true repentance.
God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it
to completion in the day of our  Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

* Prayer of the Day
Leader:
All:

Let us pray together,
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one
will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded
and desire what You promise, that among the many
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true
joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Epistle

1 John 4:1–11 NIV
An exhortation to lives of Christian love.

Leader:

The Epistle is from the 4th chapter of 1 John.

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits
to see whether they are from God, because many false
prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit
that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the
spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and
even now is already in the world.
You, dear children, are from God and have overcome
them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one
who is in the world. They are from the world and therefore

speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to
them. We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us;
but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we
recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because
God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent
his one and only Son into the world that we might live through
him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another.
Leader:
All:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

* Holy Gospel

John 15:1–8 NIV

Jesus says that He is the vine and His people are the branches.
Leader:
All:

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He
cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even
more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have
spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither
can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can
do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up,
thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.
Leader:
All:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Hymn

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen LSB 474

© 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013127.
© 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013127.

Sermon
* Catechism
Leader:

Rev. Mark Rossington
The Second Article

As we celebrate the risen Christ this Easter season, we now
speak together the words of the Apostles’ Creed regarding
our Savior, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity.

All:

Leader:
All:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father
from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is
my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned
person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death,
and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but
with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering
and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His
kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the
dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.
This is most certainly true.

Offerings will be received at the end of the service
as you exit the Sanctuary.

* Prayer of the Church
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:

Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God
and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and
freely promised to hear us.
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your
needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy
name be hallowed by us and all the world through the
pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love
shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false
doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is
blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all
transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the
devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that
the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Leader:

All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in
life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things,
that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to
Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we
commend [names, and] all who are in need, praying for
them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish
cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against
us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in
a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever
frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your
Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its
ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both
body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer
us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

* Lord's Prayer
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

* Words of Institution
Distribution of Holy Communion
Holy Communion will be offered continuously. Please follow the direction of the
usher and kindly practice social distancing when returning to your seat.

Distribution Hymn

I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table LSB 618

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013127. Public domain
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Amazing Grace LSB 744

© 1991 Editorial Concordia. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013127. Public domain

* Post-Communion Blessing
* Post-Communion Prayer
Leader:
All:

Let us pray
We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore you
that of your mercy you would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Closing Hymn

On What Has Now Been Sown LSB 921

Public domain

Benediction
Leader:

All:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Postlude
Please wait to be ushered out by row so we may be practice social distancing
and kindly take your bulletin home to prevent reuse.
Thank you for worshipping with us!

Bible Readings are taken from the following translation of the Holy Bible, unless indicated otherwise: New International Version
(NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights
reserved worldwide. Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.
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