THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Sat. Jan. 22, 2022, 6:00 p.m. & Sun. Jan. 23, 2022, 8:30 a.m.
Order of Worship
* indicates congregation stands
We welcome all people in the Name of Jesus Christ!
John 3:16-17
We invite you to fill out the Member/Guest Connection Card.
You may place it in the offering plate as you leave today.

Prelude

Now We Join in Celebration

Welcome
Opening Hymn

O Word of God Incarnate LSB 523

Public domain
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* Invocation
Leader:
All:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen

* Opening Sentences
Leader:

All:
Leader:
All:

Romans 7:12, 22–24

The law is holy, and the commandments are holy and
righteous and good.
For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being,
but I see in my members another law waging war against
the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of
sin that dwells in my members.
Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this
body of death?

* Confession and Absolution
Leader:
All:

Leader:

All:

Let us confess our sins to God, our merciful Father.
To You, O God, we confess that we have sinned against
You in our thoughts, words, and deeds, and also by the
good that we have failed to do. Our love for You and for
our neighbors has been weak or even dead. By Your Law,
You reveal the judgment we rightly deserve. Because Your
Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, has fulfilled Your Law on our
behalf, we beg Your forgiveness and grace to restore us to
life with You in the fellowship of all believers. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it
to completion in the day of our  Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

* Kyrie
Leader: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Leader: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to
the Lord.

Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Leader: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.

Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

* Hymn of Praise

All People That on Earth Do Dwell LSB 791
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* Prayer of the Day
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our
infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal
and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10 NIV
Ezra reads the Law.

Lector: The Old Testament Reading is from the 8th chapter of
Nehemiah.
All the people came together as one in the square before
the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring
out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had
commanded for Israel.
So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest
brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of
men and women and all who were able to understand. He
read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square
before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women
and others who could understand. And all the people listened
attentively to the Book of the Law.
Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him
because he was standing above them; and as he opened it,
the people all stood up. Ezra praised the LORD, the great God;
and all the people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen!
Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with
their faces to the ground.
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They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it
clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood
what was being read.
Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher
of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people
said to them all, “This day is holy to the LORD your God. Do not
mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they
listened to the words of the Law.
Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet
drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared.
This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of
the LORD is your strength.”
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Epistle

1 Corinthians 12:12–31 NIV
One Body with many members

Lector:

The Epistle is from the 12th chapter of 1 Corinthians.

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to
drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of
many.
Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do
not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop
being part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for
that reason stop being part of the body. If the whole body
were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the
whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell
be? But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every
one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one
part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts,
but one body.
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And
the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” On the
contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable
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we treat with special honor. And the parts that are
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put
the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that
lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but
that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one
part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it.
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a
part of it. And God has placed in the church first of all
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then
gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds
of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers?
Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak
in tongues? Do all interpret? Now eagerly desire the greater
gifts.
And yet I will show you the most excellent way.
Lector:
All:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choir Anthem

Hear My Prayer, O Lord
Psalm 143:1 & 10 Roy L. Belfield, Jr., 2012

Hear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to my plea.
Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God.
Please stand to sing the Alleluia and Verse.

* Alleluia and Verse
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* Holy Gospel

Luke 4:16–30 NIV
Jesus rejected at Nazareth

Leader:
All:

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 4th chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

He (Jesus) went to Nazareth, where he had been brought
up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as
was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the
place where it is written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant
and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were
fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious
words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they
asked.
Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to
me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in
your hometown what we have heard that you did in
Capernaum.’”
“Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in
his hometown. I assure you that there were many widows in
Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half
years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet
Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath
in the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with
leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them
was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.”
All the people in the synagogue were furious when they
heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took
him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order
to throw him off the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd
and went on his way.
7

Leader:
All:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You. O Christ.

Hymn of the Day

O Christ, Our True and Only Light LSB 839

Public domain

Sermon

Rev. Mark Rossington

* Apostles’ Creed
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
8

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body
and the life everlasting. Amen
Offerings will be received at the end of the service
as you exit the Sanctuary.

* Offertory

“Create In Me”
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* Prayer of the Church
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:
All:

Lord God, we give You thanks that You have gathered us
together from our solitary lives to be a united family in the
forgiveness of our sins. We thank You for Your wonderful
grace and mercy, which You have revealed to us and to
the whole world in Your Son, Jesus Christ. As we have
faithfully heard Your mighty Word this day, cause our hearts
to rejoice and respond in glad praise to You. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant unity and blessing to Your whole Church on earth.
Give her grace and power to faithfully proclaim Your
perfect Law and glorious Gospel. Bless all preachers of Your
Word and those who serve You and the world in their
various vocations. Grant that many be drawn by Your Spirit
to join us in the fellowship of all the saints. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
O Lord, graciously bless, protect, and defend our nation, its
elected leaders, and especially those who serve bravely in
the military and all the agencies that help and protect us.
Bind all citizens of our country in a common allegiance and
obedience to Your will and the rule of law. Bless all who
care for the poor, the downtrodden, and the lonely. Lord,
in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
As Your Son came to proclaim liberty to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, so bring comfort and healing
to all who are sick or have any other adversity,
[especially . . .]. Grant Your help and blessing to all who
minister to them in any need. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Amen.

* Lord's Prayer
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen

* Benediction
Leader:

All:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn

On What Has Now Been Sown LSB 921

Public domain

Postlude

Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven

Bible Readings are taken from the following translation of the Holy Bible, unless indicated otherwise: New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®,
NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1.
Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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