FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Sat. May 14, 2022, 6:00 p.m. & Sun. May 15, 2022, 8:30 a.m.
Order of Worship
* indicates congregation stands
We welcome all people in the Name of Jesus Christ!
John 3:16-17
We invite you to fill out the Member/Guest Connection Card.
You may place it in the offering plate as you leave today.

Prelude

Rhosymedre by R. Vaughan Williams

Welcome
Opening Hymn

Christ, the Word of God Incarnate LSB 540
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Christ, the way that leads unfailing
To the Father’s home on high,
Christ, the truth that frees the captive,
Christ, the life that cannot die.
Mediator to the Father,
Sacrifice and great High Priest:
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions,
There to share Your wedding feast.
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* Invocation
Leader:

All:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

* Confession and Absolution
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:

All:

Leader:

John 16:20; Revelation 21:6

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
God’s grace knows no bounds! Through the sacrifice of His
Son, the Bridegroom of the Church, He makes us His holy
bride. Anticipating the heavenly wedding feast, let us seek
God’s grace now and call on Him for forgiveness and
mercy.
Almighty God, have mercy on us, for we cannot help
ourselves. Forgive us all that we have done in the past, give
us grace in this present time, and lead us to serve You and
love one another in the future and on into the eternity You
have promised.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
2

All:

May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it
to completion in the day of our  Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

* Kyrie
Leader:

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Leader:

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to
the Lord.

Leader:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Leader:

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.

Leader:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

* Hymn of Praise
Leader:

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

This is the Feast
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* Prayer of the Day
Leader:
All:
Leader:

All:

First Reading

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to
be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have
commanded and desire what You promise, that among
the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed
where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Acts 11:1–18 NIV

God convinces Peter that Gentiles may be baptized into the one Church
Lector:

The First Reading is from the 11th chapter of Acts.

The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard
that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. So when
Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized
him and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men
and ate with them.”
Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole
story: “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw
a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from
heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. I
looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild

beasts, reptiles and birds. Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get
up, Peter. Kill and eat.’
“I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has
ever entered my mouth.’
“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not
call anything impure that God has made clean.’ This
happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven
again.
“Right then three men who had been sent to me from
Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. The Spirit
told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six
brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s
house. He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his
house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called
Peter. He will bring you a message through which you and all
your household will be saved.’
“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he
had come on us at the beginning. Then I remembered what
the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ So if God gave them the same
gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I
to think that I could stand in God’s way?”
When they heard this, they had no further objections and
praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has
granted repentance that leads to life.”
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Revelation 21:1–7 NIV

John sees a vision of the new Jerusalem, adorned as a bride for
her husband, coming from heaven.
Lector:

The Epistle is from the 21st Chapter of Revelation.

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no
longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people,
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and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has
passed away.”
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these
words are trustworthy and true.”
He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give
water without cost from the spring of the water of life. Those
who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and
they will be my children.
Lector:
All:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand to sing the Alleluia and Verse.

* Alleluia and Verse

* Holy Gospel

John 16:12–22 NIV

Jesus prepares the Twelve for His absence for “a little while.”
Leader:
All:

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 16th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“I have much more to say to you, more than you can
now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide
you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak
only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He
will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he
will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is
mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he
will make known to you.”

Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no
more, and then after a little while you will see me.”
At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What
does he mean by saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no
more, and then after a little while you will see
me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” They kept
asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t
understand what he is saying.”
Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he
said to them, “Are you asking one another what I meant when I
said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a
little while you will see me’? Very truly I tell you, you will weep
and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your
grief will turn to joy. A woman giving birth to a child has
pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born
she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born
into the world. So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will
see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away
your joy.
Leader:
All:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day

The Church's One Foundation LSB 644
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Yet she on earth has union
With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won.
O blessèd heav’nly chorus!
Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
May see You face to face.

Public domain

Sermon

Rev. Mark Rossington

* Nicene Creed
All:

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit
of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Offerings will be received at the end of the service
as you exit the Sanctuary.

* Prayer of the Church
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

John 16:20; Acts 11:9, 17; Revelation 21:5

Let us pray to God on behalf of the Church and all people
in their various needs. You told Peter, “What God has
made clean, do not call common.” Remember those
people on the margins of society, O Lord; provide caring
people and institutions, open doors of opportunity, and
free them from the results of their past poor decisions.
Bridegroom of the Church, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Peter and the others recognized that they could not “stand
in God’s way.” Guide the Church’s clergy and lay leaders
here and around the world to seek Your will, Lord Jesus,
working together creatively to find new ways to spread the
Gospel in accord with Your will. Bridegroom of the Church,
in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy Lord, in John’s vision You proclaimed, “Behold, I am
making all things new.” Graciously work through the talents
and knowledge of meteorologists, naturalists, engineers,
and visionaries as they seek to find ways to renew the
health of this planet. Grant that seedtime and harvest, sun
and rain produce bountiful harvests that we all rejoice in
Your many blessings. Bridegroom of the Church, in Your
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All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:
All:

mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord over all, as You foretold, often we “will weep and
lament, but the world will rejoice,” so we see injustice,
oppression, constant warfare, and unrest in many nations.
Raise up wise leaders intent on serving their citizens, police
and first responders focused on maintaining the peace,
and armed forces determined to reestablish calm.
Bridegroom of the Church, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious Savior, by the faith given us by the Holy Spirit, we
look forward to the wedding feast of the Lamb, who will
end mourning, crying, and pain. Before we enter that time
of rejoicing, we bring the petitions of people near and dear
to us as they call out in sorrow, through tears and enduring
pain. As fits Your gracious plans, give them peace, joy, and
relief. Bridegroom of the Church, in Your mercy.
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves
and all for whom we pray, trusting that You have heard us
for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

* Lord's Prayer
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

* Words of Institution

* Peace of the Lord
Leader:
All:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

* Agnus Dei

Distribution of Holy Communion
Holy Communion will be offered continuously. You may follow the direction of the
usher. We invite those who are not communing to receive a blessing by crossing their
arms when standing before the bread host. The wine will be offered by individual
cups. Please place empty individual cups in the glass bowls in front of the aisles.
Those preferring non-alcoholic wine may take the individual cups from the center of
each tray. Those needing a gluten free wafer may request one from the bread host.

Music during Distribution

At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing LSB 633
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Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight,
You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!
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Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,
And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!
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Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!
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Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Public domain

* Post-Communion Dismissal

* Post-Communion Canticle

* Post-Communion Prayer
Leader:
All:

Let us pray together,
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

* Benediction
Leader:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

All:
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Closing Hymn

Alleluia! Let Praises Ring LSB 822

Public domain

Postlude

All My Hope on God is Founded by M. Burkhardt
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W E W OR S HI P G OD !
While we are united through faith in
Jesus Christ, we express our praise
and thanksgiving with different
worship styles. Holy Communion is
celebrated on the second and
fourth Sundays of the month.
You are
here

Saturday • 6:00 p.m. &
Sunday • 8:30 a.m.
Traditional worship services
featuring the Lutheran liturgy,
hymns and choral music.
Sunday • 11:00 a.m.
An informal and celebrative
worship experience using
contemporary Christian music led
by our praise band.

WE GROW IN FAITH!
• 9:45 a.m. •
We offer simultaneous Adult, Youth
and Children’s Sunday School
classes at various rooms on our
North and South Campuses. See
the Epiphany Star insert for class
descriptions and locations. Please
feel free to ask Pastor Mark or
ushers if you are uncertain about a
location.

Campus map
100 • Classrooms
• Youth room
200 • Classrooms
• Dining area/Fellowship Hall
• Kitchen
300 • Classrooms
• Ray of Light Preschool Office
400 • Education
500 • Church Office
• Conference Rooms
• Nursery
600 • Worship Center/Sanctuary
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