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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sun. April 28, 2024, 8:30 a.m. 

 

Order of Worship 

* indicates congregation stands 
 

We welcome all people in the Name of Jesus Christ!   

John 3:16-17 
 

Prelude    

 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn      All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name LSB 549 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Holy Baptism  Danlu Chen 

Stanley Sangar 
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* Lord's Prayer 

 All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses  

   as we forgive those  

                              who trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation,  

                   but deliver us from evil. 

    For thine is the kingdom  

       and the power and the glory  

   forever and ever.  Amen 
 

* Apostles’ Creed  
 

 All: I believe in God,  

  the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth. 
   

  And in Jesus Christ,  

  his only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died and was buried.   

  He descended into hell.   

  The third day he rose again from the dead.   

  He ascended into heaven  

  and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.   

  From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body  

               and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

 



 

 3 

* Kyrie 

Leader: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

Leader: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

Leader: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 

* Hymn of Praise  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee LSB 803  
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

* Prayer of the Day 
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

        Leader:  Let us pray. O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to 

be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have 

commanded and desire what You promise, that among 

the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed 

where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

           All:     Amen. 

 

First Reading Acts 8:26–40 NIV 

 

Philip witnesses about Jesus to the Ethiopian official. 
 

      Lector:   The First Reading is from the 8th chapter of Acts. 
 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the 

road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to 

Gaza.” So he started out, and on his way he met an 

Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the 

treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the 

Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and 

on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of 
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Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and 

stay near it.” 

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man 

reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” Philip asked. 

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” 

So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

     and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

     so he did not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 

    Who can speak of his descendants? 

    For his life was taken from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the 

prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” Then Philip 

began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 

good news about Jesus. 

As they traveled along the road, they came to some 

water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can 

stand in the way of my being baptized?” And he gave orders 

to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went 

down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came 

up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip 

away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his 

way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and 

traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he 

reached Caesarea. 
 

      Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

            All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 John 4:1–11 NIV 
 

An exhortation to lives of Christian love. 
 

           Lector: The Epistle is from the 4th chapter of 1 John.   
 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits 

to see whether they are from God, because many false 

prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can 

recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit 
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that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the 

spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and 

even now is already in the world. 

You, dear children, are from God and have overcome 

them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one 

who is in the world. They are from the world and therefore 

speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to 

them. We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; 

but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we 

recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 

God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 

God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because 

God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 

his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 

him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 

us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear 

friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. 
   

          Lector:    This is the Word of the Lord. 

       All:     Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir Anthem       Bless The Lord, O My Soul 
                   Mikail M. Ippolitof-Ivanof, 1913 

 

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul, 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, 

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul, 

Bless the Lord and forget not all His benefits: 

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul, 

And all that is within me bless His holy name. 
 

He is full of compassion and mercy, 

Long suffering and great in goodness, 

He will not always be chiding nor keepeth He, 

His wrath, His wrath for ever, His wrath for ever. 
 

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul, 

And all that is within me bless His holy name. 

O blessed art Thou, O Lord. 
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Please stand to sing the Alleluia and Verse. 
 

* Alleluia and Verse  

 

 

 

* Holy Gospel John 15:1–8 NIV 
 

Jesus says that He is the vine and His people are the branches. 
 

 Leader: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter. 
 All: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He 

cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 

branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 

more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I 

have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No 

branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 

Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me 

and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can 

do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch 

that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 

thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my 

words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done 

for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 

showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
 

        Leader:     This is the Gospel of the Lord.                   

 All: Praise to You. O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day    The Day of Resurrection LSB 478                                       

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon         Rev. Mark Rossington     
 

Offerings will be received at the end of the service  

as you exit the Sanctuary. 
 

* Offertory “Create In Me”           
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Receiving of Members 
 

* Prayer of the Church LSB, p. 215 

 Leader: Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God 

and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and 

freely promised to hear us. 
 

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your 

needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy 

name be hallowed by us and all the world through the 

pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love 

shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false 

doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is 

blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 All: hear our prayer. 

 Leader: May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all 

transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the 

devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that 

the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

 All: hear our prayer. 

 Leader: Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in 

life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things, 

that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to 

Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we 

commend all who are in need, praying for them at all 

times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 
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 All: hear our prayer. 

 Leader: Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and 

selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our 

needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 All: hear our prayer. 

 Leader: Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against 

us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in 

a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever 

frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 All: hear our prayer. 

 Leader: Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your 

Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its 

ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

 All: hear our prayer. 

 Leader: And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of 

both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 All: hear our prayer. 

 Leader: We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer 

us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 All: Amen. 

 

* Benediction 

 Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you  

   and be gracious to you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn           Almighty Father, Bless the Word LSB 923                 

 

 



 

 11 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 

 Pastor: Rev. Mark Rossington 

  Guest Pianist: Ruthann Meyer  

 Choir Director: Ron Sautter 

 Audio Engineer: Aaron Bland  
   

Bible Readings are taken from the following translation of the Holy Bible, unless indicated otherwise:  New International Version 

(NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights 

reserved worldwide. Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. 

Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 


